
PRISMATIC PERMANENT COLOR. ZERO AMMONIA.
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Shade contains Rubilane® copper dye

Shade contains R5 red dye

Age-Defying Permanent Color

Get the free mobile scanner at: 
http://gettag.mobi

Scan to download the Redken style station app and access  
3,000+ formulas, including Chromatics Beyond Cover!

SCAN TO DOWNLOAD 

GUIDELINES FOR GRAY 
Formulate with Natural (N) or Natural WARM (NW)

FORMULATION EXAMPLE FOR COVERING GRAY:

1.	Natural Level: 4 medium brown/50–75% gray

2.	Target Color: Level 6 dark blonde with soft golden tones

3.	Undertone at Level 6: red/orange

4.	Formula: Mix ½ oz. 6NW (6.03) and 1½ oz. 6G (6.3) CHROMATICS 
	 + 2 oz. 20 volume CHROMATICS Oil in Cream Developer

BEYOND COVER EXAMPLE FOR COVERING GRAY

1. Natural Level: 4 medium Brown 50–75% gray

2. Target color: Level 6 dark blonde with soft golden tones

3. Undertone at Level 6: red orange

4. Mix: 2 oz. 6Gi (6.32) CHROMATICS Beyond Cover 
+ 2 oz. 20 vol. CHROMATICS Oil in Cream Developer

CHROMATICS is mixed in a 1:1 ratio of color cream to CHromatics Oil in Cream Developer.  
Example 2 oz. 7Cr (7.46) CHROMATICS + 2 oz. 20 volume CHromatics Oil in Cream Developer. 

7Cr
7.46

Level	
 

Primary Tone  
(Copper) 

Secondary Tone 
(Red)

UNDERSTANDING THE LABEL
EXAMPLE: 

1. TECHNICAL INFORMATION 3. MIXING & PROCESSING

2. FORMULATION
FORMULATION GUIDELINES
1.	Determine your client’s natural hair color level. Remember to consider 

percentage of gray, hair texture, condition, and hair density

2.	Determine the target color (final level and tone) desired by your client

3.	Determine the undertone found at the target level (see Level System Chart)

4.	Select the CHROMATICS shade and volume of CHROMATICS Oil in Cream 
Developer needed to achieve the target color

    NOTE: Only use CHROMATICS Oil in Cream Developer with 
CHROMATICS Haircolor.

Select a shade to enhance, balance or counteract undertones. For standard 
lift and gray coverage use 20 volume CHROMATICS Oil in Cream Developer.

FORMULATION EXAMPLE FOR LIFTING NATURAL PIGMENT:

1.	Natural Level: 5 light brown/0% gray

2.	Target Color: Level 7 medium blonde with natural tones

3.	Undertone at Level 7: orange

4. Formula: 2 oz. 7N (7) CHROMATICS + 2 oz. 20 volume 
	 CHROMATICS Oil in Cream Developer

YELLOW

ORANGE GREEN

RED BLUE

VIOLET

0 Natural 

1 Blue/ASH

2 violet

3 GOLD

4 COPPER

5 mahogany/red violet

6 red

7 green

BACKGROUND COLOR 
Background Color is the portion of the color base that helps produce 
balanced, natural looking results and gives the shade its foundation. 
Every CHROMATICS shade has some amount of background color, 
each contains the perfect amount needed for its purpose.

THE COLOR WHEEL
Always consider the tone of the hair that you are starting with. Use the 
color wheel to counteract or enhance tones. To counteract tones, select 
a shade with an opposite tonal value. Remember, opposites neutralize. 
To enhance tones, select a shade with a similar tonal value.

CHROMATICS TRADITIONAL LEVEL SYSTEM CHART
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LEVEL       DESCRIPTION          UNDERTONE       CORRECTIVE TONE

Ultra Pale Blonde

Very Light Blonde 

Light Blonde 

Medium Blonde

Dark Blonde 

Light Brown  

Medium Brown   

Dark Brown 

Darkest Brown 

Black  

Pale Yellow

Yellow 

Yellow/Orange 

Orange

Red/Orange

Red

Red/Violet

Violet

Blue/Violet

Blue

Violet

Violet

Blue/Violet

Blue

Blue/Green

Green

Yellow/Green

CHROMATICS Beyond Cover is mixed in a 1:1 ratio of color cream to CHROMATICS Oil in Cream Developer. 
Example 2 oz. 7 Gb (7.31) CHROMATICS Beyond Cover + 2 oz. 20 volume CHROMATICS Oil in Cream Developer.

MIXING RATIO 
(COLOR : DEVELOPER)

OIL IN CREAM
DEVELOPER

LEVELS  
OF LIFT USAGE MINUTES SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

CHROMATICS Mix 1:1

10 volume Up to 1 Minimal Lift

 35 
For modern, multi-dimensional 
gray coverage, formulate with  

the N or NW families
20 volume Up to 2 Standard Lift/Gray Coverage

30 volume Up to 3 Additional Lift

CHROMATICS 
Beyond Cover Mix 1:1 20 volume Up to 2 75-100% Gray Coverage  35

For best results, use 20 vol.  
CHROMATICS Oil in Cream 

Developer (no heat)

CHROMATICS 
Desired Shade

CHROMATICS  
N & NW SHADES
(Mix 1½ oz. desired shade with ½ oz.  

N or NW)

CHROMATICS
Beyond Cover (pre-blended)  
OR 
CHROMATICS N & NW SHADES 
(Mix 1 oz. desired shade with 1 oz. N or NW)

0-50% gray	  50-75% gray	 75-100% gray

UNDERSTANDING “ZONES”
Redken uses the term “Zones” to refer to specific areas of the hair strand. The hair  
is divided into 3 Zones. Each Zone will accept color differently based on the condition 
of the hair. Understanding Zones will help you achieve even color results.

ON-SCALP
For all on-scalp applications, start with dry hair and divide into 4 sections. 
Take ¼" (0.5 cm) partings for even saturation. Can be applied with bowl and 
brush or bottle. Process according to Mixing and Processing chart. Rinse, 
shampoo with Hair Cleansing Cream. 

CHROMATICS MODERN VIRGIN APPLICATION EXAMPLE:
Zone 1 Formula:  5NW (5.03) chromatics 
		     + 20 volume CHromatics oil in Cream Developer

Zone 2 Formula:  6Gb (6.31) chromatics  
		     + 20 volume CHromatics oil in Cream Developer

1.	Apply selected formula to Zone 1 (the scalp area). 

2.	Immediately apply to Zone 2 (the mid-shaft) a formula slightly lighter and warmer 
than Zone 1. Begin processing time AFTER Zone 2 has been applied.

3. Process at room temperature for 35 minutes

4. Rinse and shampoo with Hair Cleansing Cream or Color Extend.  
Condition with Color Extend.

Zone 3

Zone 2

Zone 1

HAIR COLOR APPLICATION BEST PRACTICES

1. Pre-treat the hair with Redken PreArt and Hair Cleansing Cream.  
	 Follow with Extreme CAT or Redken Chemistry as needed. Dry hair.

2. Apply color generously to Zone 1 (the scalp area) using fine ¼" diagonal partings.

3. Use the opposite diagonal to cross-check your application to ensure proper application.

4. Use a timer to ensure accurate timing. Do not over or under process.

Zone 1 is approximately the first 1" of the hair— 
also referred to as the scalp area or regrowth

Zone 2 is the mid-shaft area of the hair strand  
and begins where Zone 1 ends

Zone 3 is either overly porous hair (ends)  
or hair that extends past the shoulders in length  
(not all hair has a Zone 3)

4. APPLICATION
CHROMATICS TRADITIONAL VIRGIN APPLICATION EXAMPLE:
Zone 1 Formula:  5N (5) CHROMATICS  

			     + 20 volume CHromatics Oil in Cream Developer

Zone 2 Formula:  5N (5) chromatics  
				      + 30 volume CHromatics Oil in Cream Developer 

1.	Apply selected formula with a higher volume of CHromatics  
Oil in Cream Developer to Zone 2 (the mid shaft). 

2.	Immediately apply to Zone 1 (the scalp area) a new mixture  
of the same Zone 2 formula with a lower volume of CHromatics  
Oil in Cream Developer.

3. Start the processing time after the Zone 1 application is complete. 

4. Process at room temperature for 35 minutes.

5. Rinse and shampoo with Hair Cleansing Cream or Color Extend.  
Condition with Color Extend.

RETOUCH APPLICATION
1. Apply selected formula to Zone 1 (the regrowth)

TO REFRESH ZONES 2 AND 3
OPTION 1: with Chromatics
Use the Zone 1 formula and apply to Zone 2 for the last 5–10 minutes. 

Or apply a formula slightly lighter and warmer than Zone 1 the last 10 minutes; 
this formula may be mixed into the existing Zone 1 formula (always add an equal 
amount of CHROMATICS Oil in Cream Developer).

OPTION 2: with SHADES EQ
Formulate Shades EQ to match the Zone 1 result. Apply to Zone 2 and process 
at room temperature for up to 20 minutes, while simultaneously processing 
chromatics. If Zone 3 is present, dilute formula with Shades EQ Clear  
or reduce timing and strand test often.

Note: Until you become familiar with your CHROMATICS formulas, you may want 
to rinse Zone 1 formula after processing, shampoo the hair with Hair Cleansing 
Cream or Color Extend and dry the hair to check your color results before 
applying your Shades EQ formula to Zones 2 and 3.

OFF-SCALP
For weave or highlighting applications, start with dry hair. Process according to 
Mixing and Processing chart after wrapping the last foil. Rinse and shampoo  
with Hair Cleansing Cream or Color Extend. Condition with Color Extend. 

GET INSPIRED. BE PART OF IT. 

REDKEN.COM


