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State Preschool Program Evaluations and Research:
Research-to-Policy Resources

Numerous research syntheses in the Research Connections collection, including two published
in early 2016 by the University of Chicago and the RAND Corporation, document the value of
publicly-funded preschool programs in promoting young children’s school readiness. In
recognition of the important role that state-funded preschool programs play in the
development and learning of young children, the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services and the U.S. Department of Education created the Preschool Development Grants
program, which awarded more than $500 million to states to either create or expand high-
quality preschool programs. Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grantees have used funds
to bring state-funded preschool programs into tiered quality rating and improvement systems
and to increase enrollment of children with special needs in state-funded preschool programs.

Every year since 2003, the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) has published
an annual state preschool yearbook that examines access to, quality standards in, and
resources devoted to state-funded preschool programs. Based on a survey of state preschool
administrators, the yearbook contains profiles for each state, the District of Columbia, and the
United States territories. It defines state preschool programs, often also referred to as state
prekindergarten programs, as those that: are funded, controlled, and directed by the state;
serve at least one percent of a state’s three- and four-year-olds; focus on early childhood
education; are distinct from the subsidized child care system; offer services at least two days a
week; are not primarily intended to serve children with disabilities; and can also include the use
of state funding to supplement Head Start if it substantially expands the number of children
served, and if the state assumes some administrative responsibility for the program. The 2016
yearbook identifies state-funded preschool programs in 43 states serving nearly 1.4 million
children.
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Many states with preschool programs, as well as other interested organizations and individuals,
have undertaken research and evaluation efforts to improve their understanding of state
preschool program implementation, results, and impacts. A 2004 review by Gilliam and Zigler
examined state efforts to evaluate preschool programs from 1997 to 2003. Their definition of
an evaluation required that it “focus on a state-funded prekindergarten system...[and] provide
data by which program impacts on child outcomes can be reasonably estimated (even if the
methods are weak), and evaluate a statewide sample” (p. 6).

This Research-to-Policy Resource List provides a comprehensive list of evaluations and
research in the Research Connections collection on state preschool programs identified in the
2016 NIEER state preschool yearbook. The criteria used to compile this list are broader than
those used by Gilliam and Zigler; this list also includes publications that examine program
quality, workforce and provider characteristics, estimates of program economic returns, and
features of program service delivery. Additionally, for a publication to be included, its findings
must identify which state the program is in.

If you know of state preschool program evaluation and research publications not included in
this list, please let us know at contact@researchconnections.org.
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Alabama

Alabama. Department of Early Childhood Education. (2016). School readiness and growth
among students in First Class Pre-K: Teaching Strategies GOLD performance, fall 2015 and
spring 2016. (First Class Pre-K Issue Brief 3). Montgomery, AL: Alabama, Department of Early
Childhood Education.

Alabama. Department of Early Childhood Education. (2016). Retention in grade: Differences
between First Class Pre-K students and non-First Class Pre-K students. (First Class Pre-K Issue
Brief 2). Montgomery, AL: Alabama, Department of Early Childhood Education.

Alabama. Department of Early Childhood Education. (2016). Chronic absenteeism: Differences
between First Class Pre-K students and non-First Class Pre-K students. (First Class Pre-K Issue
Brief 1). Montgomery, AL: Alabama, Department of Early Childhood Education.

Alabama. Department of Early Childhood Education. (2016). Preschool Development Grants:
2015 annual performance report: Alabama. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.

Alabama. Department of Early Childhood Education. (2017). Preschool development grants:
2016 annual performance report: Alabama. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.

Alabama. Department of Early Childhood Education. (2017). School readiness at kindergarten
entry: Differences between students who participated in First Class Pre-K and those who did not,
fall 2016. (First Class Pre-K Issue Brief 4). Montgomery, AL: Alabama, Department of Early
Childhood Education.

Alabama. Department of Early Childhood Education. (2018). Special education needs:
Differences between First Class Pre-K students and non-First Class Pre-K students and potential
cost savings. (First Class Pre-K Issue Brief 5a). Montgomery, AL: Alabama, Department of Early
Childhood Education.

Alabama. Department of Early Childhood Education. Office of School Readiness. (n.d.).
Achievement gap closure and gains associated with Alabama First Class Pre-K. Montgomery, AL:
Alabama, Department of Early Childhood Education.

McLean, C., Dichter, H., & Whitebook, M. (2017). Strategies in pursuit of pre-K teacher
compensation parity: Lessons from seven states and cities. Berkeley: University of California,
Berkeley, Center for the Study of Child Care Employment.

University of Alabama at Birmingham. School of Public Health. (2017). First Class Pre-K Parent
Survey report. Birmingham: University of Alabama at Birmingham, School of Public Health.
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University of California, Berkeley. Center for the Study of Child Care Employment. (n.d.).
Alabama First Class Pre-K. Berkeley: University of California, Berkeley, Center for the Study of
Child Care Employment.

Alaska

Alaska. Department of Education and Early Development. (2011). The Alaska Pilot Pre-
Kindergarten Project (AP3): Project evaluation -- Year one. Juneau: Alaska, Department of

Education and Early Development.

Alaska. Department of Education and Early Development. (2012). Alaska Pilot Pre-Kindergarten
Project (AP3): Year two report. Juneau: Alaska, Department of Education and Early

Development

Arizona

Arizona. Department of Education. (2016). Preschool Development Grants: 2015 annual
performance report: Arizona. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.

Arizona. Department of Education. (2017). Preschool development grants: 2016 annual
performance report: Arizona. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.

Arizona State University., University of Arizona., & Northern Arizona University. (n.d.). 2012
evaluation report: First Things First External Evaluation: Family and Community Case Study.
Phoenix, AZ: First Things First.

Arkansas

Argue, S., & Holland, G. (n.d.). Arkansas Better Chance (ABC) shrinks gap in kindergarten
readiness for economically disadvantaged students. Conway: Arkansas Research Center.

Argue, S., & Holland, G. (n.d.). Arkansas Better Chance (ABC) helps students start kindergarten
ready. Conway, AR: Arkansas Research Center.

Arkansas. Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education. (2016). Preschool Development
Grants: 2015 annual performance report: Arkansas. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of
Education.
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Arkansas. Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education. (2017). Preschool development
grants: 2016 annual performance report: Arkansas. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of
Education.

Barnett, W., Jung, K., Friedman-Krauss, A., Frede, E., Nores, M., Hustedt, J. T., Howes, C., & et al.
(2018). State prekindergarten effects on early learning at kindergarten entry: An analysis of
eight state programs. AERA Open, 4(2), 1-16.

Belfield, C. R. (2006). An economic analysis of pre-k in Arkansas. Washington, DC: Pre-K Now.

Hustedt, J. T, Jung, K., Barnett, W., & Williams, T. (2015). Kindergarten readiness impacts of the
Arkansas Better Chance state prekindergarten initiative. Elementary School Journal, 116(2),
198-216.

Hustedt, J. T., Barnett, W., & Jung, K. (2008). Longitudinal effects of the Arkansas Better Chance
program: Findings from kindergarten and first grade. New Brunswick, NJ: National Institute for
Early Education Research.

Hustedt, J. T., Barnett, W., Jung, K., & Thomas, J. (2007). The effects of the Arkansas Better
Chance program on young children's school readiness. New Brunswick, NJ: National Institute for
Early Education Research.

Jung, K., Barnett, W., Hustedt, J. T., & Francis, J. (2013). Longitudinal effects of the Arkansas
Better Chance program: Findings from first grade through fourth grade. New Brunswick, NJ:

National Institute for Early Education Research.

California

Barnett, W., Jung, K., Friedman-Krauss, A., Frede, E., Nores, M., Hustedt, J. T., Howes, C., & et al.
(2018). State prekindergarten effects on early learning at kindergarten entry: An analysis of
eight state programs. AERA Open, 4(2), 1-16.

Bellm, D., Burton, A., Whitebook, M., Broatch, L., & Young, M. (2002). Inside the pre-k
classroom: A study of staffing and stability in state-funded prekindergarten classrooms.
Washington, DC: Center for the Child Care Workforce.
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Colorado

Colorado. Department of Education. (2017). Colorado Preschool Program: Legislative report
2017. Denver, CO: Colorado, Department of Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (2016). Colorado Preschool Program: Legislative report
2016. Denver, CO: Colorado, Department of Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (2018). Colorado Preschool Program: Legislative report
2018. Denver, CO: Colorado, Department of Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (2015). Colorado Preschool Program: Legislative report
2015. Denver: Colorado, Department of Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (2014). Colorado Preschool Program: Legislative report
2014. Denver: Colorado, Department of Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (n.d.). Colorado Preschool Program: 2013 legislative
report. Denver: Colorado, Department of Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (2012). Colorado Preschool Program 2012 legislative
report. Denver: Colorado, Department of Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (2011). Colorado Preschool Program: Working together:
2011 legislative report. Denver: Colorado, Department of Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (2010). Colorado preschool program: Building a brighter
future for Colorado's children: 2010 legislative report. Denver: Colorado, Department of
Education.

Colorado. Department of Education. (1996). Colorado Preschool Program: Performance audit,

July 1996. Denver Colorado: Office of the State Auditor.

Connecticut

Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering. (2016). Early childhood regression
discontinuity study. Rocky Hill, CT: Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering.

Connecticut. Office of Early Childhood. (2016). Preschool Development Grants: 2015 annual
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performance report: Connecticut. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.

Connecticut. Office of Early Childhood. (2017). Preschool development grants: 2016 annual
performance report: Connecticut. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.

Gilliam, W. S. (2001). The School Readiness Initiative in South Central Connecticut: Classroom
quality, teacher training, and service provision: Meriden, Middletown, New Haven, Waterbury:
FY 2000 update. New Haven, CT: Yale University, Child Study Center.

Meriden (Conn.). School Readiness Council., Middletown (Conn.). School Readiness Council.,
New Haven (Conn.). School Readiness Council., & Waterbury (Conn.). School Readiness Council.
(2000). The School Readiness Initiative in South-Central Connecticut: Classroom quality, teacher
training, and service provision: Meriden, Middletown, New Haven, Waterbury: Final report of
findings for fiscal year 1999. New Haven, CT: Yale University, Child Study Center.

Delaware

Cornwell, J. R., & Kersteter, P. G. (2002). Head Start/ECAP outcomes report: State of Delaware:
Fiscal year 2001-2002. Dover: Delaware Department of Education. .

Delaware. Interagency Resource Management Committee., Delaware. Department of
Education., Delaware. Department of Health and Social Services., & Delaware. Department of
Services for Children, Youth, and Their Families. (2005). /nvesting in better outcomes: Reaping
continued dividends: The Delaware Early Childhood Longitudinal Study follow-up with fifth
graders. Newark: University of Delaware, Center for Disabilities Studies.

Delaware. Interagency Resource Management Committee., Delaware. Department of
Education., Delaware. Department of Health and Social Services., & Delaware. Department of
Services for Children, Youth, and Their Families. (2005). Delaware Early Care and Education

Baseline Quality Study. Newark: University of Delaware, Center for Disabilities Studies.

Delaware. Interagency Resource Management Committee., Delaware. Department of
Education., Delaware. Department of Health and Social Services., & Delaware. Department of
Services for Children, Youth, and Their Families. (2002). Investing in better outcomes: The
Delaware Early Childhood Longitudinal Study. Newark: University of Delaware, Center for
Disabilities Studies.
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District of Columbia

Belfield, C. R. (2006). Investing in the economic vitality of the District of Columbia through pre-k
for all: Technical report. Washington, DC: Pre-k for All DC.

Daily, S., Blasberg, A., & Simkin, S. (n.d.). 2010-2011 pre-kindergarten programs in the District of
Columbia capacity audit. Washington, DC: District of Columbia, Office of Early Childhood
Education.

District of Columbia. Office of the State Superintendent of Education. (2017). Fiscal year 2017
pre-K report. Washington, DC: District of Columbia, Office of the State Superintendent of
Education.

District of Columbia. Office of the State Superintendent of Education. (2013). 2013 annual
report: Pre-Kindergarten Enhancement and Expansion Amendment Act of 2008. Washington,
DC: District of Columbia, Office of the State Superintendent of Education.

District of Columbia. Office of the State Superintendent of Education. (2012). 2012 annual
report: Pre-Kindergarten Enhancement and Expansion Amendment Act of 2008. Washington,
DC: District of Columbia, Office of the State Superintendent of Education.

District of Columbia. Office of the State Superintendent of Education. (n.d.). The state of pre-k
in the District of Columbia: 2016 pre-k report. Washington, DC: District of Columbia, Office of
the State Superintendent of Education.

District of Columbia. Office of the State Superintendent of Education. (n.d.). The state of pre-k
in the District of Columbia: 2015 pre-k report. Washington, DC: District of Columbia, Office of
the State Superintendent of Education.

Kang, H. (n.d.). The state of pre-k in the District of Columbia: 2014 pre-k report. Washington,
DC: District of Columbia, Office of the State Superintendent of Education.

Florida

Bassok, D., Miller, L., & Galdo, E. (2016). The effects of universal state pre-kindergarten on the
child care sector: The case of Florida's voluntary pre-kindergarten program. Economics of
Education Review, 53, 87-98.

Bassok, D., Miller, L., Galdo, E., & Johnson, A. J. (2014). Florida's Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten



http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/12567
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/12567
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/23603
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/23603
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36781
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36781
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30455
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30455
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30457
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30457
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33477
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33477
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33474
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33474
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30454
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32622
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32622
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/29078

program: An overview of the largest state pre-school program in the nation. Charlottesville:
University of Virginia, EdPolicyWorks.

Florida. Department of Education. (2010). 2008-09 kindergarten screening results and
voluntary prekindergarten (VPK) education program: 2009-10 fact sheet. Tallahassee: Florida,
Department of Education.

Florida. Legislature. Senate. Committee on Commerce and Consumer Services. (2005). School
readiness programs Il: Next steps in the evolution of early learning. (The Florida Senate Interim
Project Report 2005-112). Tallahassee: Florida Senate.

Florida. Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability. (2012). VPK
teachers' education level does not substantially influence kindergarten readiness scores;
program and provider differences affect readiness rates. (Report No. 12-06). Tallahassee:
Florida, Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability.

Florida. Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability. (2010). Steps taken
to improve the VPK program; Additional actions needed to increase program accountability.
(Report No. 10-57). Tallahassee: Florida, Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government
Accountability.

Florida. Office of the Auditor General. (2013). Office of Early Learning and select early learning
coalitions: Follow-up on prior audit findings: Operational audit. (Report No. 2013-087).
Tallahassee: Florida, Office of the Auditor General.

Florida. Office of the Auditor General. (2011). Early learning programs and related delivery
systems: Audit performed pursuant to Chapter 2011-142, Laws of Florida. (Report No. 2012-
061). Tallahassee: Florida, Office of the Auditor General.

Kennedy-Salchow, S. (2005). An analysis of Florida's Voluntary Pre-K program. (Occasional
Paper 103). New York: Columbia University, National Center for the Study of Privatization in
Education.

Martelo, M. (2014). Early literacy practices and beliefs among Hispanic families in Jacksonville,
Florida. Jacksonville: Florida Institute of Education.

Miller, L., & Bassok, D. (2017). The effects of universal preschool on grade retention.
(EdPolicyWorks Working Paper Series No. 57). Charlottesville: University of Virginia,
EdPolicyWorks.
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Miller, L., Bassok, D., Johnson, A. J., & Galdo, E. (2015). Accountability comes to preschool:
Florida's approach to evaluating pre-kindergarten programs based on their graduates'

kindergarten assessments. Charlottesville: University of Virginia, EdPolicyWorks.

Nores, M., Barnett, W., & Curenton, S. M. (2011). Determinants of household participation in
Florida's Voluntary Prekindergarten program. New Brunswick, NJ: National Institute for Early
Education Research.

Winterbottom, C., & Piasta, S. B. (2015). Does accreditation matter?: School readiness rates for
accredited versus nonaccredited child care facilities in Florida's Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten
program. Journal of Research in Childhood Education, 29(1), 60-72.

Georgia

Bassok, D., Fitzpatrick, M., & Loeb, S. (2014). Does state preschool crowd-out private
provision?: The impact of universal preschool on the childcare sector in Oklahoma and Georgia.
Journal of Urban Economics, 83, 18-33.

Bassok, D., Fitzpatrick, M., & Loeb, S. (2012). Does state preschool crowd-out private provision?:
The impact of universal preschool on the childcare sector in Oklahoma and Georgia. (CEPWC
Working Paper Series No. 6). Charlottesville: University of Virginia, Center on Education Policy
and Workforce Competitiveness.

Bassok, D., Fitzpatrick, M., & Loeb, S. (2012). Does state preschool crowd-out private provision?:
The impact of universal preschool on the childcare sector in Oklahoma and Georgia. (NBER
Working Paper No. 18605). Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Economic Research.

Bellm, D., Burton, A., Whitebook, M., Broatch, L., & Young, M. (2002). Inside the pre-k
classroom: A study of staffing and stability in state-funded prekindergarten classrooms.
Washington, DC: Center for the Child Care Workforce.
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school year. Atlanta, GA: Council for School Performance.

Cascio, E., & Schanzenbach, D. (2013). The impacts of expanding access to high-quality
preschool education. Brookings Papers on Economic Activity, , 127-178.

Cascio, E., & Schanzenbach, D. (2013). The impacts of expanding access to high-quality
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